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IN THE WAKE OF JUÁREZ: 
TEACHING POLITICS THROUGH ART

Join the UNM Art Museum and the UNM Latin American & Iberian Institute for a free, 
art-based professional development workshop for educators. Participants will first 
engage with the subject and technique of the museum’s exhibition, “In the Wake of 
Juárez: The Drawings of Alice Leora Briggs,” and then discuss how to implement it 
in the classroom.This event is recommended only for teachers of grades 9-12 given 
the content of the artwork.  

In the first half of the workshop, UNM Art Museum Curator of Academic Initiatives, Sara Otto- 
Diniz, will lead a guided discussion of the art in the exhibit and offer a hands-on experience of 
working in sgraffito (the artist’s method).  In the second half, LAII staff members will review the 
socio-cultural context of Ciudad Juárez and provide Common Core-based curriculum strategies that 
will allow participants to explore the topic in more depth with their students.

The exhibit of Alice Leora Briggs will form the basis for this workshop.  With expressionist bravado 
and technical cool, Briggs’ remarkable sgraffito (literally “scratch”) drawings capture the Inferno 
that the city has become. Freely appropriating Renaissance prints and paintings of the Last Judg-
ment, the Crucifixion and other martyrdoms, public executions, tortures, and wars by artists from 
Holbein to van der Weyden, and immersing herself in literature of Dante and Cormac McCarthy, 
Briggs merges old world fears with present-day realities to create a disturbing yet compelling picture 
of the human condition For more information on the artist, please visit http://aliceleorabriggs.com.

Given limited space and materials, you must RSVP for this event no later than March 20, 2013.   
To do so, send your name and school affiliation to Keira Philipp-Schnurer at kphilipp@unm.edu.
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