
CHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUSTIMELINE:

1451: Columbus is born in Genoa, 
Italy

1484: Columbus presents his idea 
to sail to the Indies to the king of 
Portugal for funding.  He is turned 
down

1492: Columbus finally receives 
approval from the King and Queen 
of Spain for his expedition to the 
Indies

1492: Columbus sets sail on his 
first voyage with three ships and 
90 men. He reaches the Caribbean, 
but thinks that he is in the Indies 
and close to China. He claims all of 
the land for the king and queen of 
Spain

1493: Columbus takes his 2nd voy-
age to the Americas. This time he 
has 17 ships and 1200 men

1498: Takes 3rd voyage to the 
Americas

1506: Dies in Spain with little 
power, prestige or money.  

OTHER NAMES:
  • Cristobal Colon

  • Cristoforo Colombo

INTERESTING 
FACTS:
  •  Columbus grew up close 
to the Mediterranean Sea.  
Even as a young boy he 
wanted to be a sailor.

  •  He learned about China 
from reading Marco Polo’s 
books about his own trav-
els. This is believed to be 
what sparked his interest in 
exploration.

  •  He was not a good 
leader and often struggled 
to control  his men.

  •  Europeans didn’t bathe 
often.  Native Americans 
often thought they smelled 
bad.

  •  He was in search of gold 
and spices.  He  was mo-
tivated by God, glory and 
gold.

  •  He died thinking that he 
had found the Indies.  

  •  Columbus was one of 
the best sailors of his time.  
He used the astrolabe and 
stars to guide him. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND IMPACT:
  •  Columbus made four trips to the Americas in all.  

  •  He names the Native Americans he encounters Indians because he believes 
he is in the Indies.  He is the reason we still use that name today.

  •  He never realizes that the riches of the Americas lie in the crops that Euro-
peans will grow there like sugar, tobacco, and cotton. Instead he spends all of 
his energy searching for gold.

  •  Columbus is one of the first Europeans to see tobacco.

  •  Columbus’ first settlement, Hispanola, fails when he returns to Spain.

  •  Columbus is the first European to sail to the Carribean

  •  He initiates the trans-Atlantic slave trade.

The image above is provided courtesy of the Christopher Columbus Portrait Gallery at the Medieval History Site.  
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