
RETHINKING COLUMBUS:  
THE COLONIZATION 

 OF  THE AMERICAS

Join us for a professional development 
workshop that will consider the history of  
colonization in the Americas, and the ongoing  
struggle on the part of Indigenous peoples of  
the region to maintain the integrity of cultural  
life, pre-Christian religious traditions and  
ceremonies, and political sovereignty.

The first part of the workshop, led by LAII staff,  
will encourage teachers to reconsider the traditional 
or standard history of Christopher Columbus and
the broad ramifications that Columbus’ explorations had 
on the Americas and its people.
 
 The second part will consider issues related to the Pueblo People 
of New Mexico since 1912, and is based on a curriculum created 
through the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center.  This latter part will 
be presented by Dr. Glenabah Martínez (LLSS, UNM professor) 
and Natalie Martínez (Principle, Laguna Middle School).  Togeth-
er they will address the topic of the Pueblo People of New Mexico 
since 1912, looking at how they have been engaged in struggles to 
maintain the integrity of cultural life, pre-Christian religious tradi-
tions and ceremonies, and political sovereignty. A key component 
that characterizes this struggle is the infringement on civil rights 
of Pueblo People as individuals and as sovereign entities. This unit 
plan will provide students with an opportunity to examine the 
concept of civil rights within the context of Pueblo history be-
tween 1912 and 2012. The emphasis is two-fold: one, to examine 
primary sources and two, how we continue to not only address 
present day manifestations of infringements of our civil 
rights, but how we persevere and flourish as nineteen 
sovereign nations.  

The first 20 educators to register for this event will  
receive a free copy of the teacher resource book,  
Rethinking Columbus: The Next 500 Years.   
To register, email kphilipp@unm.edu.

Wednesday, October 3, 2012
5:00-8:00p.m. 
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