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Suggested Titles for LAII Vamos a Leer Book Group, 2012-2013 

1. Estrella’s Quinceanera by Malin Alegrias 

2. Journey of Dreams by Marge Pellegrino 

3. Leaving Glorytown: One Boy’s Struggle Under Castro by Eduardo F. Calcines 

4. Colibrí by Ann Cameron 

5. An Island Like You: Stories of the Barrio by Judith Ortiz Cofer 

6. Breath, Eyes, Memory by Edwidge Danticat 

7. Hurricane Dancers: The First Caribbean Pirate Shipwreck by Margarita Engle 

8. Firefly Letters by Margarita Engle 

9. 90 Miles to Havana by Enrique Flores-Galbis 

10. Under the Mesquite by Guadalupe Garcia McCall 

11. The Red Umbrella by Christina Diaz Gonzalez 

12. CrashBoomLove: A Novel in Verse by Juan Felipe Herrera 

13. Dark Dude by Oscar Hijuelos 

14. The Circuit by Francisco Jimenez / Breaking Through / Reaching Out 

15. The Color of My Words by Joseph Lynn 

16. Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida by Victor Martínez 

17. The Girl Who Could Silence the Wind by Meg Medina 

18. Milagros: A Girl from Away by Meg Medina 

19. Gringolandia by Lynn Miller-Lachmann 

20. Cuba 15 by Nancy Osa 

21. What the Moon Saw by Laura Resau 

22. Red Glass by Laura Resau 

23. The Queen of Water by Laura Resau and María Virginia Farinango 

24. The Dreamer by Pam Munoz Ryan 

25. Sammy and Juliana in Hollywood by Benjamin Alire Saenz 

26. Buried Onions by Gary Soto 

27. Darkroom: A Memoir in Black and White by Lila Quintero Weaver 

28. Six Kinds of Sky  by Luis Alberto Urrea 

29.  Mr. Mendoza’s Paintbrush by Luis Alberto Urrea 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Estrellas-Quincea%C3%B1era-Malin-Alegria/dp/0689878109/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515737&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Journey-Dreams-Marge-Pellegrino/dp/1847800610/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1337360835&sr=8-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Leaving-Glorytown-Struggle-Under-Castro/dp/0374343942/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516632&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Colibri-Readers-Circle-Ann-Cameron/dp/0440420520/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516160&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/AN-Island-Like-You-Stories/dp/014038068X�
http://www.amazon.com/Breath-Eyes-Memory-Oprahs-Book/dp/037570504X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515326&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Hurricane-Dancers-Caribbean-Pirate-Shipwreck/dp/0805092404/ref=pd_sim_b_4�
http://www.amazon.com/The-Firefly-Letters-Suffragettes-Journey/dp/0805090827/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516675&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/90-Miles-Havana-Enrique-Flores-Galbis/dp/1596431687/ref=la_B001JP8HE6_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336591233&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Under-Mesquite-Guadalupe-Garcia-Mccall/dp/1600604293/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516392&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/The-Red-Umbrella-Christina-Gonzalez/dp/0375854894/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516587&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/CrashBoomLove-Novel-Burritt-Christiansen-Poetry/dp/0826321143/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336590440&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Dark-Dude-Oscar-Hijuelos/dp/1416949453/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336590157&sr=8-1�
http://www.amazon.com/The-Circuit-ebook/dp/B003K16PB4/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516232&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/The-Color-Words-Lynn-Joseph/dp/0064472043/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336594238&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Parrot-Oven-vida-Victor-Martinez/dp/0064471861/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336590419&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/The-Girl-Could-Silence-Wind/dp/0763646024/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516324&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Milagros-Girl-Away-Meg-Medina/dp/0805082301/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516348&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Gringolandia-Lyn-Miller-Lachmann/dp/1931896496/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336590293&sr=8-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Cuba-Readers-Circle-Nancy-Osa/dp/0385732333/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515787&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/What-Moon-Saw-Laura-Resau/dp/0440239575/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515822&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Glass-Readers-Circle-Delacorte/dp/0440240255/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515860&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/The-Queen-Water-Laura-Resau/dp/0375859632/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336592109&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Dreamer-Notable-Childrens-Books-Readers/dp/0439269709/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516288&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Sammy-Juliana-Hollywood-Benjamin-Alire/dp/1933693991/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515616&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Buried-Onions-Gary-Soto/dp/0152062653/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516559&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Darkroom-A-Memoir-Black-White/dp/0817357149/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516494&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Six-Kinds-Sky-Collection-Fiction/dp/0938317636/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336590550&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Mendozas-Paintbrush-Luis-Alberto-Urrea/dp/1933693231/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336590562&sr=1-1�
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Editorial Reviews (Amazon.com): 

 

1. Estrella’s Quinceanera by Malin Alegrias 

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers (May, 2007); 260 pp.; Grades 7-10.  

 “Estrella is mortified when plans begin for her fifteenth-birthday celebration. 

She envisions a large, tacky celebration and a gaudy, fufu rufu gown. Even 

worse, her damas (female escorts) are bitter childhood friends who accuse 

Estrella of abandoning them since she won a scholarship to a private school in 

the ritziest neighborhood in San Jose. Then Estrella falls for Speedy, a former 

grade-school classmate who is also Mexican American, and she feels increasingly conflicted as she 

moves between her wealthy school friends and the "one big crazy family" of her barrio. The 

ending ties things up a bit too neatly, but in her first novel, Alegria writes about Mexican 

American culture, first love, family, and of moving between worlds with poignant, sharp-sighted 

humor and authentic dialogue. Teens of all backgrounds will see themselves in Estrella's struggle 

to discover herself and to stand firm against outside expectations. A laugh-out-loud Spanglish 

glossary concludes. (2003). Gillian Engberg” 

 

2. Journey of Dreams by Marge Pellegrino 

Frances Lincoln Children's Books (August 1, 2009); 256 pp.; Ages 11 and up. 

For the peaceful highlanders of Guatemala, life has become a nightmare. 

Helicopters slash like machetes through the once-quiet air. Soldiers patrol the 

streets, hunting down suspected guerillas. Villagers mysteriously disappear and 

children are recruited as soldiers. Tomasa’s family is growing increasingly 

desperate, especially after Mama goes into hiding with Tomasa’s oldest brother. 

Finally, after their house is razed to the ground and the villagers massacred, Tomasa, Manuelito, 

and baby Maria set off with Papa on a perilous journey to find Mama and Carlos, only to 

discover that where one journey ends, another begins. This gripping novel tells the story of how 

Tomasa’s family survives the Guatemalan army's brutal regime and how, in the midst of tragedy, 

their love and loyalty — and Papa's storytelling — keeps them going on their harrowing journey 

as refugees to the United States. Mirrored in the tapestries of Tomasa’s dreams, the dramatic 

events of the Guatemalan army’s "scorched earth" campaign of the 1980s are tempered with hope 

and the generosity of the human spirit. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Estrellas-Quincea%C3%B1era-Malin-Alegria/dp/0689878109/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515737&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Journey-Dreams-Marge-Pellegrino/dp/1847800610/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1337360835&sr=8-1�
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3. Leaving Glorytown: One Boy’s Struggle Under Castro by Eduardo F. Calcines 

Farrar, Straus and Giroux (BYR)( 2009); 240 pp.; Grades 7-10.  

 “Calcines’ grandmother told him that the world forgot the Cuban people after 

Fidel Castro took power, and for many Americans today that is still true. This 

is a rare look at Cuban life from 1959 to 1969, when Calcines’ family managed 

to emigrate. The author was born into an exuberant extended family whose 

enjoyable lives changed abruptly after the revolution. Food became scarce, jobs 

disappeared, and harsh restrictions were imposed. Eventually, Calcines’ parents 

made the difficult choice to apply for a visa to America. From then on, life became a daily 

nightmare. Eduardo’s father was sent to a prison work camp, and the family was bullied and 

humiliated and feared for their lives as they waited. Calcines’ vibrant writing gives readers an 

intimate, front-porch view of his family. The wisely chosen vignettes are both humorous 

and stark, as in a story of five teens sharing a single stick of gum. Another episode about a 

teacher’s brutality is immediate and vivid. Calcines’ book will captivate readers and open a 

door to a subject seldom written about for teens. Lynn Rutan” 

 

4. Colibrí by Ann Cameron 

Laurel Leaf (2005); 254 pp.; Grades 5-8. 

Selected Awards: School Library Journal Best Books of the Year - Children; 

Booklist Children’s Editors’ Choice; ALA Notable Book for Children, etc. 

“Twelve-year-old Rosa remembers only a few things about the home she shared 

with her loving parents in a Mayan village before she was kidnapped at the age 

of four. Since then, she has traveled with Uncle, an abusive con artist. After 

being convinced by a fortune-teller that Rosa will make him rich, Uncle 

embarks on an obsessive treasure hunt, forcing Rosa to join in his scams for food and money. 

Rosa hates Uncle's dishonesty and anger, and she feels trapped. Then Uncle consults another 

fortune-teller, a kind, wise woman who gives Rosa the courage to escape. Uncle remains a dark, 

mortal threat, though, and his search for riches coincides with Rosa's search for identity. The taut, 

chilling suspense and search for riches will keep readers flying through the pages. But it's 

Cameron's beautiful language and Rosa's larger identity quest that make this novel extraordinary. 

Her poetic words evoke Guatemalan towns and lush forests where the earth smells "as if it were 

singing." Rosa narrates in a voice that sometimes seems to belong to an older, wiser self, but 

http://www.amazon.com/Leaving-Glorytown-Struggle-Under-Castro/dp/0374343942/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516632&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Colibri-Readers-Circle-Ann-Cameron/dp/0440420520/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516160&sr=1-1�


UNM Latin American & Iberian Institute - Vamos a Leer Book Group 4 
 

readers will be deeply moved by her intense yearning for security, love, and integrity and her sense 

of a spiritual world that is felt but never fully known. Gillian Engberg” 

 

5. An Island Like You: Stories of the Barrio by Judith Ortiz Cofer 

Puffin (1996); 176 pp; Grades 7-12. 

Selected Awards: Pura Belpre; ALA Best Book for Young Adults; School of 

Library Journal Best Book of the Year; ALA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young 

Readers, etc. 

"Dating is not a concept adults in our barrio really get." The contemporary 

teenage voices are candid, funny, weary, and irreverent in these stories about 

immigrant kids caught between their Puerto Rican families and the pull and 

push of the American dream. The young people hang out on the street in front of the tenement El 

Building in Paterson, New Jersey, where the radios are always turned full blast to the Spanish 

station and the thin walls can't hold the dramas of the real-life telenovelas. As in her 

autobiographical adult collection Silent Dancing (1990), Cofer depicts a diverse neighborhood 

that's warm, vital, and nurturing, and that can be hell if you don't fit in. Some of the best stories 

are about those who try to leave. Each piece stands alone with its own inner structure, but the 

stories also gain from each other, and characters reappear in major and minor roles. The teen 

narrators sometimes sound too articulate, their metaphors overexplained, but no neat resolutions 

are offered, and the metaphor can get it just right (the people next door "could be either fighting 

or dancing"). Between the generations, there is tenderness and anger, sometimes shame. In one 

story, a teenage girl despises the newcomer just arrived from the island, but to her widowed 

mother, the hick (jibaro) represents all she's homesick for. Raul Colon's glowing cover captures 

what's best about this collection: the sense of the individual in the pulsing, crowded street. Hazel 

Rochman” 

 

6. Breath, Eyes, Memory by Edwidge Danticat 

Vintage (1988); 234 pp. 

Selected Awards: Oprah Book Club Selection 

“A distinctive new voice with a sensitive insight into Haitian culture 

distinguishes this graceful debut novel about a young girl's coming of age 

under difficult circumstances. "I come from a place where breath, eyes and 

memory are one, a place where you carry your past like the hair on your 

http://www.amazon.com/AN-Island-Like-You-Stories/dp/014038068X�
http://www.amazon.com/Breath-Eyes-Memory-Oprahs-Book/dp/037570504X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515326&sr=1-1�
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head," says narrator Sophie Caco, ruminating on the chains of duty and love that bind the 

courageous women in her family. The burden of being a woman in Haiti, where purity and 

chastity are a matter of family honor, and where "nightmares are passed on through generations 

like heirlooms," is Danticat's theme. Born after her mother Martine was raped, Sophie is raised by 

her Tante Atie in a small town in Haiti. At 12 she joins Martine in New York, while Atie returns 

to her native village to care for indomitable Grandmother Ife. Neither Sophie nor Martine can 

escape the weight of the past, resulting in a pattern of insomnia, bulimia, sexual trauma and 

mental anguish that afflicts both of them and leads inexorably to tragedy. Though her tale is 

permeated with a haunting sadness, Danticat also imbues it with color and magic, beautifully 

evoking the pace and character of Creole life, the feel of both village and farm communities, 

where the omnipresent Tontons Macoute mean daily terror, where voudon rituals and 

superstitions still dominate even as illiterate inhabitants utilize such 20th-century conveniences as 

cassettes to correspond with emigres in America. In simple, lyrical prose enriched by an elegiac 

tone and piquant observations, she makes Sophie's confusion and guilt, her difficult assimilation 

into American culture and her eventual emotional liberation palpably clear.” 

 

7. Hurricane Dancers: The First Caribbean Pirate Shipwreck by Margarita Engle 

Henry Holt and Co. (2011); 160 pp.; Grades 6-10. 

Selected Awards: Pura Belpré; ALSC Notable Children’s Book for 

Older Years; ALA Best Books for Young Adults nominee, etc. 

“Engle, whose award-winning titles include the Newbery Honor Book, 

The Surrender Tree (2008), offers another accomplished historical 

novel in verse set in the Caribbean. Young Quebrado’s name means 

“the broken one,” a child “of two shattered worlds.” The son of a 

Taíno Indian mother and a Spanish father, he is taken in 1510 from his 

village on the island that is present-day Cuba and enslaved on a pirate’s 

ship, where a brutal conquistador, responsible for thousands of deaths throughout the Americas, 

is held captive for ransom. When a hurricane destroys the boat, Quebrado is pulled from the 

water by a fisherman, Naridó, whose village welcomes him, but escape from the past proves 

nearly impossible. Once again, Engle fictionalizes historical fact in a powerful, original story. 

With the exception of Quebrado, all the characters are based on documented figures (discussed in 

a lengthy author’s note), whose voices narrate many of the poems. While the shifting perspectives 

create a somewhat dreamlike, fractured story, Engle distills the emotion in each episode with 

http://www.amazon.com/Hurricane-Dancers-Caribbean-Pirate-Shipwreck/dp/0805092404/ref=pd_sim_b_4�
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potent rhythms, sounds, and original, unforgettable imagery. Linked together, the poems capture 

elemental identity questions and the infinite sorrows of slavery and dislocation, felt even by the 

pirate’s ship, which “remembers / her true self, / her tree self, / rooted / and growing, / alive, / on 

shore.”  

 

8. Firefly Letters by Margarita Engle 

Henry Holt and Co. (2010); 160 pp.; Grades 6-12. 

Selected Awards: Pura Belpré Honor Book for Narrative; Bank Street - 

Best Children’s Book of the Year, etc. 

“As in The Poet Slave of Cuba (2006) and The Surrender Tree (2008), 

Engle draws on little-known Cuban history to tell a stirring, immediate 

story in poetry. Based on the diaries and letters of Swedish suffragist 

Fredrika Bremer, who spent three months in Cuba in 1851, this title 

focuses on oppressed women, the privileged as well as the enslaved, in 

three alternating free-verse narratives. Fredrika remembers that back home in Sweden, she was 

kept hungry so that she would grow up to be thin and graceful. Her savvy translator is Cecilia, a 

teenage slave who remembers being captured in the Congo when she was eight years old and sold 

to a trader by her own father. Elena is a fictional character, a privileged girl in a slave-owning 

family who is forced into a life filled with “frilly dresses and ornate dance steps” that allows her 

little freedom. Through this moving combination of historical viewpoints, Engle creates dramatic 

tension among the characters, especially in the story of Elena, who makes a surprising sacrifice. 

Hazel Rochman” 

 

9. 90 Miles to Havana by Enrique Flores-Galbis 

Roaring Book Press (2010); 304 pp.; Grades 5-8. 

Selected Awards: Pura Belpré Honor Book for Narrative; 2011 Bank Street 

- Best Children’s Book of the Year, etc. 

“Drawing on his own experience as a child refugee from Cuba, Flores-

Galbis offers a gripping historical novel about children who were 

evacuated from Cuba to the U.S. during Operation Pedro Pan in 1961. 

Julian, a young Cuban boy, experiences the violent revolution and watches 

mobs throw out his family’s furniture and move into their home. For his 

safety, his parents send him to a refugee camp in Miami, but life there is no sweet haven. He tries 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Firefly-Letters-Suffragettes-Journey/dp/0805090827/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516675&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/90-Miles-Havana-Enrique-Flores-Galbis/dp/1596431687/ref=la_B001JP8HE6_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336591233&sr=1-1�
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to avoid the powerful camp bullies (“the big eat the small”) while he waits in anguish for his 

parents, and in a wrenching parting, his two older brothers are sent away to a harsh orphanage in 

Denver. The messages get heavy at times about the meaning of democracy, at odds with the 

political and the camp power games. But this is a seldom-told refugee story that will move readers 

with the first-person, present-tense rescue narrative, filled with betrayal, kindness, and waiting for 

what may never come. Hazel Rochman” 

 

10. Under the Mesquite by Guadalupe Garcia McCall 

Lee & Low Books (2011); 224 pp.;  Grades 6+;  Novel-in-verse. 

Selected Awards: Americas Award; Pura Belpré; William C. Morris YA 

Debut Award Finalist; ALA Notable Children’s Book; Starred Review by 

Kirkus Review; Notable Books for a Global Society, etc. 

“A resilient Mexican-American girl copes with familial obligation and loss in 

this free-verse novel. Drawing from her own teen years for inspiration, 

McCall highlights life in the borderlands: 'En los Estados Unidos / I trained 

my tongue / and twisted syllables / to form words / that sounded hollow, / 

like the rain at midnight / dripping into tin pails / through the thatched roof / of our abuelita's 

house.' Lupita's first-person tale captures pivotal moments of her high-school years in the border 

town of Eagle Pass, Texas, with glimpses back at her first six years in Piedras Negras, Coahuila, 

Mexico. During her freshman year, Lupita discovers that her mother has cancer. While her 

mother fights the disease and her father struggles to support the family financially, Lupita 

sometimes becomes the de facto parental unit for her seven younger siblings. As she worries about 

food and money, Lupita experiences the typical troubles and triumphs of a teenage girl; her drama 

teacher, Mr. Cortez, helps her find an outlet for her talent and her pain. Meanwhile, family 

members continue to draw strength and support from each other on both sides of the border. 

With poignant imagery and well-placed Spanish, the author effectively captures the complex lives 

of teenagers in many Latino and/or immigrant families. A promising, deeply felt debut.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Under-Mesquite-Guadalupe-Garcia-Mccall/dp/1600604293/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516392&sr=1-1�
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11. The Red Umbrella by Christina Diaz Gonzalez 

Yearling (2011); 288 pp.; Grades 6-10. 

Selected Awards: ALA Best Books for Young Adults; Bank Street Study 

Child’s Book; Cooperative Children’s Book Center Choices; IRA Teachers’ 

Choices, etc. 

“When Castro comes to power, teenage Lucía wants nothing to do with 

the revolution; she is more worried about what to wear to the school 

dance. Then she witnesses the horrifying public hanging of her father’s 

boss, and her parents send her and her little brother, Frank, to safety in the 

U.S., where a church places them with a kind foster home in Nebraska. Based on the author’s 

parents’ story, Gonzalez’s first novel captures the heart-wrenching, personal drama of family 

separation. At the start of each chapter, a brief newspaper headline gives a glimpse into Cuban 

politics and history, but the core of Lucía’s first-person narrative is her emotional upheaval as she 

cares for Frank and tries to fit into her eighth-grade class, where everything is strange and 

different. The characters, including the loving, imperfect adults, are authentic, and teens will 

recognize Lucía’s rebellious moments, which sometimes get ugly, as well as her anguish over 

costly long-distance calls “home” and her hope for reunion with her family. Hazel Rochman” 

 

 

12. CrashBoomLove: A Novel in Verse by Juan Felipe Herrera 

University of New Mexico Press (1999); 165 pp.; Grades 8+.  Novel-in-

verse.  Selected Award: Americas Award. 

“Herrera paints a devastating, yet ultimately hopeful portrait of Cesar 

Garcia, a 16-year-old Mexican teen growing up in the American high-

school culture of Fowlerville, California. . . . Cesar is the classic example of 

America’s throwaway teen, a young man constantly in the wrong place at 

the wrong time who, because of his language and cultural differences, 

becomes more and more marginalized. It is also the story of an educational 

system that can occasionally make the difference in both teens’ and adults’ lives and futures. . . . a 

roller-coaster tour de force, remarkable for its ebullient portrait of hope and survival.” 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Red-Umbrella-Christina-Gonzalez/dp/0375854894/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516587&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/CrashBoomLove-Novel-Burritt-Christiansen-Poetry/dp/0826321143/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336590440&sr=1-1�
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13. Dark Dude by Oscar Hijuelos 

Atheneum Books for Young Readers (2009); 464 pp.; Grades 9-12 

Selected Awards: ALA Best Books for Young Adults, Americas Award 

Honorable Mention, International Latino Book Award Winner, etc. 

“In his first novel for young adults, the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of 

The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love (1987) proves himself to be a 

powerful, adept storyteller for teens. Rico, a Cuban American teen 

growing up in Harlem in the late 1960s, is tired—of working extra jobs to 

help his family; of the chaos and tragedy at school, where students are so 

inured to violence that, when classes close after a shooting, they behave “like it was suddenly a 

holiday”; of being hassled for his light skin and hair. When his parents threaten to send him to a 

military school in Florida, he runs away. Together with his best friend, Jimmy, who has just 

kicked a heroin habit, Rico hitchhikes to Wisconsin, where Gilberto, an older-brother figure from 

Harlem, has bought a farm that he shares with several hippie college students. In an unwavering, 

utterly believable voice, Rico details his midwestern year, in which he adjusts to rural life, falls in 

love, and pursues his comic-book-writing aspirations. Most of all, though, he searches for a sense 

of self, ultimately realizing that “where you are doesn’t change who you are.” Frank, gritty, 

vibrant, and wholly absorbing, Rico’s story will hold teens with its celebration of friendship and 

its fundamental questions about life purpose, family responsibility, and the profound ways that 

experience shapes identity. Gillian Engberg” 

 

14. The Circuit by Francisco Jimenez / Breaking Through / Reaching Out 

Houghton Mifflin Books for Children (1999); 133 pp.;  Grades 6+. 

Selected Awards: Booklist Editors’ Choice; Boston Globe Horn Book 

Award for Fiction; Americas Award; California Library Association John 

and Patricia Beatty Award, etc. 

“Francisco Jimenez was born in Mexico, entered California illegally as a 

very young child, and spent his boyhood alternating between migrant farm 

work and the classroom. This collection of autobiographical short stories 

was written years later, when Jimenez had become an established professor 

at Santa Clara University (CA), but they give immediate access to the feelings of the growing boy. 

Adrian Vargas reads in a lightly accented English, offering a voice that is evidently that of the full 

grown man remembering, rather than that of the youth he remembers. Each story is simple, direct, 

http://www.amazon.com/Dark-Dude-Oscar-Hijuelos/dp/1416949453/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336590157&sr=8-1�
http://www.amazon.com/The-Circuit-ebook/dp/B003K16PB4/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516232&sr=1-1�
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and redolent with the smells of the earth, the sounds of the ever-changing home with its growing 

number of siblings, and the amazing experiences each new schoolroom offers. The frustrations 

range from those specific to poverty and migrancy, including the inability to follow up on 

promises made by a good teacher because the family moves on the day the offer of trumpet 

lessons has been proffered, through the universal experience of an older brother saddled with an 

ignorant younger sibling who insensitively feeds his prized penny collection into the grocery 

store's gumball machine. Jimenez and Vargas both maintain a leisurely pace appropriate to 

storytelling that can reach a wide audience, giving the images constructed from words time to 

bloom in the audience's mind before wrapping each tale in a tight, often surprising, close.   Highly 

recommended for both pleasure listening and for classroom use and discussion.” 

 

15. The Color of My Words by Joseph Lynn 

HarperCollins (2001); 144 pp.; Grades 5-8. 

Selected Awards: Americas Award; Jane Addams Children’s Book Award; 

NCTE Notable Children’s Book, etc.  

“In finely wrought chapters that at times read more like a collection of 

related short stories than a novel, Joseph (Jump Up Time) presents slices 

from the life of Ana Rosa just as she is about to turn 13. Through the 

heroine's poetry and recollections, readers gain a rare intimate view of life 

in the Dominican Republic. Ana Rosa dreams of becoming a writer even 

though no one but the president writes books; she learns to dance the merengue by listening to the 

rhythms of her beloved ocean; and the love of her older brother, Guario, comforts her through 

many difficulties. The author's portraits of Ana Rosa and her family are studies in spare language; 

the chapters often grow out of one central imageAsuch as the gri gri tree where Ana Rosa keeps 

watch over her village and gets ideas for her writingAgiving the novel the feel of an extended 

prose poem. The brevity of the chapters showcases Joseph's gift for metaphoric language (e.g., her 

description of Ana Rosa's first crush: "My dark eyes trailed him like a line of hot soot wherever 

he went"). When the easy rhythms of the girl's island life abruptly change due to two major 

events, the author develops these cataclysms so subtly that readers may not feel the impact as fully 

as other events, such as the heroine's unrequited love. Still, it's a testimony to the power of 

Joseph's writing that the developments readers will empathize with most are those of greatest 

importance to her winning heroine.” 

 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Color-Words-Lynn-Joseph/dp/0064472043/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336594238&sr=1-1�
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16. Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida by Victor Martínez 

Rayo (2004); 224 pp.; Grades 4-8 

Selected Awards: Pura Belpré; Americas Award; Books for the Teen Age; 

National Book Award for Young People’s Literature, etc. 

“In his debut novel, set in a dusty California town, Martinez employs a 

series of compelling, frequently troubling vignettes to illuminate a Mexican 

American boy's coming of age. It's not easy for Manuel Hernandez to 

discover his place in the world, especially when he is constantly bombarded 

with the hardships of his poor and woefully dysfunctional family. Their tiny 

sheetrock house in the projects is the scene of angry arguments-even of threats at rifle point. 

Manny steps onto a battlefield at every turn, whether he is collecting his alcoholic and violent 

father from the local pool hall, withstanding the ethnic slurs of white school mates, or seeking 

initiation into a neighborhood gang. But as the months pass and some of his wounds heal, Manny 

slowly begins to understand the sense of self that he can derive from his role within this difficult 

household. The tense prose and often biting dialogue bring into razor-sharp focus the frustration 

and bitterness of a struggling family; at the same time, Manny's first-person narrative is tinged 

with compassion and, indeed, love for the unstable people around him. Martinez's honest voice, 

and descriptions sprinkled with elegant imagery, offer a rare and consummately believable 

portrait of barrio life.” 

 

 

17. The Girl Who Could Silence the Wind by Meg Medina 

Candlewick (2012); 256 pp.; Grades 4-8 

 “Sixteen-year-old Sonia Ocampo was born on the night of the worst storm Tres 

Montes had ever seen. And when the winds mercifully stopped, an unshakable 

belief in the girl's protective powers began. All her life, Sonia has been asked to 

pray for sick mothers or missing sons, as worried parents and friends press silver 

milagros in her hands. Sonia knows she hass no special powers, but how can she 

disappoint those who look to her for solace? Still, her conscience is heavy, so when she gets a 

chance to travel to the city and work in the home of a wealthy woman, she seizes it. At first, Sonia 

feels freedom in being treated like all the other girls. But when news arrives that her beloved 

brother has disappeared while looking for work, she learns to her sorrow that she can never truly 

leave the past or her family behind. With deeply realized characters, a keen sense of place, a hint 

http://www.amazon.com/Parrot-Oven-vida-Victor-Martinez/dp/0064471861/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336590419&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/The-Girl-Could-Silence-Wind/dp/0763646024/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516324&sr=1-1�
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of magical realism, and a flush of young romance, Meg Medina tells the tale of a strong-willed, 

warmhearted girl who dares to face life's harsh truths as she finds her real power.” 

 

18. Milagros: A Girl from Away by Meg Medina 

Henry Holt and Co. (2008); 288 pp.; Grades 4-8. 

“The very first page hints at the loss of Milagros de la Torre's wonderful 

childhood home, Las Brisas, an island in the Caribbean. The child loses the 

tastes, smells, sounds, and warmth of the loving community as she barely 

escapes from the harsh and deadly attack of neighbors from a different island, 

jealous of the bounty found there. Magical realism is a constant element in the 

unfolding events as the 12-year-old ends up on another island—this one off the coast of Maine. 

The contrast between the two cultures and communities is stark, but, gradually, Milagros finds 

herself building connections with the couple who have taken her in, and fighting the jealousy of 

their daughter. A parallel story of her mother enduring slavery on a pirate ship reminds readers of 

the enduring commitment in the mother-child relationship even though Milagros has no 

awareness of those events. A friendship with Old Woman Pérez, a Mexican immigrant, builds a 

bridge to the warmth and color of the Latin culture that Milagros needs. The book is written in 

accessible, but lively and lyrical language; it is obvious that great care has been taken to choose 

every word. Despite the resulting often-deliberate pace, this is an engaging and compelling tale of 

a fish out of water, learning to accept the realities of life through the magic of her heart.” 

 

19. Gringolandia: When History Calls Your Name, How Will You Answer? by Lynn Miller-

Lachmann.  

Curbstone Books (2009); 288 pp.; Grades 8+ 

Selected Awards: BOTYA Finalist for Young Adult Fiction, etc. 

 “Daniel’s papá, Marcelo, used to play soccer, dance the cueca, and drive 

his kids to school in a beat-up green taxi—all while publishing an 

underground newspaper that exposed Chile’s military regime.  After 

papá’s arrest in 1980, Daniel’s family fled to the United States. Now 

Daniel has a new life, playing guitar in a rock band and dating Courtney, 

a minister’s daughter. He hopes to become a US citizen as soon as he turns 

eighteen.  When Daniel’s father is released and rejoins his family, they see what five years of 

prison and torture have done to him. Marcelo is partially paralyzed, haunted by nightmares, and 

http://www.amazon.com/Milagros-Girl-Away-Meg-Medina/dp/0805082301/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516348&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Gringolandia-Lyn-Miller-Lachmann/dp/1931896496/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336590293&sr=8-1�
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bitter about being exiled to “Gringolandia.” Daniel worries that Courtney’s scheme to start a 

bilingual human rights newspaper will rake up papá’s past and drive him further into alcohol 

abuse and self-destruction. Daniel dreams of a real father-son relationship, but he may have to 

give up everything simply to save his papá’s life.  This powerful coming-of-age story portrays an 

immigrant teen’s struggle to reach his tortured father and find his place in the world.” 

 

20. Cuba 15 by Nancy Osa 

Ember (2005); 304 pp.; Grades 8+ 

Awards: Pura Belpré Honor Book; Delacorte Press Prize for a First Young 

Adult Novel; YALSA Best Book for Young Adults; ALA Notable Book for 

Children; Americas Award Author Honor, etc. 

“Violet Paz, growing up in suburban Chicago, barely knows Spanish, and 

her dad refuses to talk about his Cuban roots, so it's a real surprise when 

Abuela insists that Violet have a grand quinceanero, the traditional Latina 

fifteenth-year coming-of-age ceremony. But Violet insists that she is an 

American. After all, she looks a lot like her Polish American mother. What's more, she wouldn't 

be caught dead in any onstage ceremony wearing a ruffled pink dress and a tiara. As wonderfully 

specific as this first novel is to one immigrant family, many teens will recognize the cross-

generational conflict between assimilation and the search for roots. Violet's hilarious, cool first-

person narrative veers between slapstick and tenderness, denial and truth, as she shops for her 

party dress, attends a Cuban peace rally, despairs of her dad's values and his taste in clothes, sees 

that her American friends are also locked in crazy families, and finds the subject for her school 

comedy monologue in her own wild home, where she is "sentenced to life." There's no message, 

unless it's in the acceptance that resolution doesn't happen and that Dad is still worth loving--even 

if he comes to the elegant quinceanero in his favorite sunshine-yellow shirt with multicolored 

monkeys printed on it. Hazel Rochman” 

 

21. What the Moon Saw by Laura Resau 

Yearling (2008); 272 pp.; Grades 5-9 

Selected Awards: A Best Book for Young Adults; Colorado Book Award; 

Maine Student Award List; Americas Award Honorable Mention; New York 

Book for the Teen Age; Notable Social Studies Trade Book for Youth, etc. 

http://www.amazon.com/Cuba-Readers-Circle-Nancy-Osa/dp/0385732333/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515787&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/What-Moon-Saw-Laura-Resau/dp/0440239575/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515822&sr=1-1�
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In all my fourteen years, I hadn't thought much about Mexico," says Clara, who lives in suburban 

Maryland with her American mother and Mexican father, who crossed the border illegally long 

ago. Then Clara's Mexican grandparents invite her to spend the summer with them in Oaxaca, 

and she finds herself on a plane, traveling to see a part of her father's life she has barely 

considered. Resau's deeply felt, lyrical debut follows Clara through her summer with her 

grandparents, who live in small huts in the remote Oaxacan mountains. After her grandfather tells 

Clara that her grandmother "can see a whole world that the rest of us cannot," Clara learns that 

Abuelita is a healer, and in alternating first-person narratives, Resau juxtaposes Abuelita's stories 

of her coming-of-age with Clara's own awakening. Pedro, a young neighbor, stirs some of Clara's 

first romantic desires and forces questions about cultural misperceptions. The metaphors of 

personal discovery are sometimes heavy and esoteric, and the transitions between narrators are 

occasionally contrived. But in poetic, memorable language, Resau offers a rare glimpse into an 

indigenous culture, grounding her story in the universal questions and conflicts of a young teen. 

Readers who enjoyed Ann Cameron's Colibri (2003) will find themselves equally swept up in this 

powerful, magical story, and they'll feel, along with Clara, "the spiderweb's threads, connecting 

me to people miles and years away." Gillian Engberg” 

 

22. Red Glass by Laura Resau 

Delacorte Books for Young Readers (2009); 304 pp.; Grades 5+ 

Selected Awards: Américas Award; International Reading Association 

(IRA) Young Adult Fiction Award; Cooperative Children’s Book Center’s 

Choice List; Oprah’s Kids Reading List; Best Book for Young Adults, etc. 

“One night Sophie and her parents are called to a hospital where Pedro, a 

six-year-old Mexican boy, is recovering from dehydration. Crossing the 

border into Arizona with a group of Mexicans and a coyote, or guide, 

Pedro and his parents faced such harsh conditions that the boy is the only 

survivor. Pedro comes to live with Sophie, her parents, and Sophie's Aunt 

Dika, a refugee of the war in Bosnia. Sophie loves Pedro—her Principito, or Little Prince. But after 

a year, Pedro’s surviving family in Mexico makes contact, and Sophie, Dika, Dika’s new 

boyfriend, and his son must travel with Pedro to his hometown so that he can make a 

heartwrenching decision.” 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Red-Glass-Readers-Circle-Delacorte/dp/0440240255/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515860&sr=1-1�
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23. The Queen of Water by Laura Resau and María Virginia Farinango 

Ember (Reprinted, 2012); 368 pp.; Ages 12+ 

Selected Awards: Bank Street Best Books; ALA Best Fiction for Young 

Adults; School Library Journal Best Book, etc. 

“Born in an Andean village in Ecuador, Virginia lives with her large family 

in a small, earthen-walled dwelling. In her village of indígenas, it is not 

uncommon to work in the fields all day, even as a child, or to be called a 

longa tonta—stupid Indian—by members of the ruling class of mestizos, or 

Spanish descendants. When seven-year-old Virginia is taken from her 

village to be a servant to a mestizo couple, she has no idea what the future holds.  In this poignant 

novel based on a true story, acclaimed author Laura Resau has collaborated with María Virginia 

Farinango to recount one girl's unforgettable journey to self-discovery. Virginia's story will speak 

to anyone who has ever struggled to find his or her place in the world. It will make you laugh and 

cry, and ultimately, it will fill you with hope.” 

 

24. The Dreamer by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Scholastic Press (2010); 384 pp.; Grades 4-9 

Selected Awards: PEN USA Award; Pura Belpré; Américas Award, Boston 

Globe-Horn Book Honor; IRA Notable Children’s Books for a Global 

Society; Smithsonian Notable Book, etc. 

“Readers enter the creative, sensitive mind of Pablo Neruda, the Nobel 

Prize-winning poet, in this beautifully written fictional biography. Ryan 

artfully meshes factual details with an absorbing story of a shy Chilean 

boy whose spirit develops and thrives despite his father's relentless negativity. Neruda, who was 

born Neftali Reyes, sees, hears, and feels poetry all around him from an early age. Luckily he finds 

understanding and encouragement from his stepmother and his uncle, whose humanitarian and 

liberal attitudes toward nature and the rights of the indigenous Mapuche people greatly influence 

his developing opinions. In early adulthood, Reyes starts using the pseudonym by which he 

becomes known, taking his last name from that of a famous Czechoslovakian poet. Ryan suggests 

that this was how he hid his activities from his father. Her poetic prose style totally dovetails with 

the subject. Interspersed with the text are poems that mimic Neruda's style and push readers to 

think imaginatively and visually. Sís's whimsical pen-and-ink pointillist illustrations enliven the 

presentation. Each chapter is preceded by three small drawings that hint at something to come. 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Queen-Water-Laura-Resau/dp/0375859632/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336592109&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Dreamer-Notable-Childrens-Books-Readers/dp/0439269709/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516288&sr=1-1�
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The perfect marriage of text and art offers an excellent introduction to one of the world's most 

famous poets. An appended author's note gives further insight into Neruda's beliefs and 

accomplishments. In addition there are excerpts from several of his poems and odes. This unusual 

selection would be a fine companion to Deborah Kogan Ray's To Go Singing Through the World 

(Farrar, 2006).—Renee Steinberg, formerly at Fieldstone Middle School, Montvale, NJ” 

25. Sammy and Juliana in Hollywood by Benjamin Alire Saenz 

Cinco Puntos Press (2011); 240 pp.; Grades 9-12;  

Awards: Top Ten Best Books for Young Adults, YALSA; Americas Award; 

Finalist for LA Times Book Prize; JHunt Award for Young Adult 

Literature; Texas TAYSHAS List; Capitol Choice, etc.. 

“Sammy Santos–responsible, bright, and self-contained–grows up in the 

Hollywood barrio of Las Cruces, NM, during the last half of the 1960s. 

Sáenz provides the Mexican-American teen with a voice that is genuine and 

compelling, realistic in its limitations and nuances as he comes to grips with the death of Juliana, 

his first love, and the increasingly complex demands and needs of his remaining friends, as well as 

of his family and neighbors. Subplots involve the role of the Church in the barrio, the movement 

from authoritarian school administrations to the loosening of rules during the Vietnam War 

period, the realistic portrayal of what happened to too many gay teens during this period (and 

continues to happen today), the effects of the draft on poor young men of color, the roles adopted 

by individual teens as they mature within a community's social order, and family ties that require 

people to choose sometimes for themselves and sometimes for others in the family. Sáenz works 

through all this material neatly and so effectively that Sammy deserves to become a character of 

lasting interest to both casual readers and literature classes. Expletives appear throughout as do 

large helpings of Spanish, without italics and not always with English echoed afterward, in perfect 

keeping both with Sammy's world and his self-perception. His hopes and plans for a better life, 

beyond the hold of Hollywood are poignant and palpable. This is a powerful and authentic look 

at a community's aspirations and the tragic losses that result from shattered dreams.–Francisca 

Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CA.” 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Sammy-Juliana-Hollywood-Benjamin-Alire/dp/1933693991/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336515616&sr=1-1�
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26. Buried Onions by Gary Soto 

Graphia (2006); 176 pp.; Ages12+Selected Awards: American Library Association 

awrds; New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age, etc. 

“Eddie can always smell onions in the air--the sharp bitter odor of hopelessness 

and anger that haunts the poor side of Fresno. "I had a theory about those 

vapors, which were not released by the sun's heat but by a huge onion buried 

under the city. This onion made us cry. Tears leapt from our eyelashes and stained 

our faces." Eddie tries to escape from the poverty and gang society that surrounds 

him by taking vocational classes and staying away from his old "cholos," (gang friends). But 

when his cousin is killed, his aunt urges him to seek out and punish the murderer. To avoid the 

pressure building in his neighborhood, Eddie takes a landscaping job in an affluent suburb. But 

this too goes awry when his boss's truck is stolen while in his care. In the end, with his money 

gone and a dangerous gang member stalking him, Eddie's only choice is to join the military and 

hope that they can give him a better future than the one Fresno seems to offer.  There is no tidy 

closure--certainly no happy ending--to this bleak novel. But that is exactly what gives Buried 

Onions its strong, acidic flavor. Teens with a low tolerance for any type of pretense will 

appreciate Gary Soto's honesty in not trying to force a fairy-tale ending. In spare but always 

striking prose, Soto has written an unrelentingly grim story that teens will savor because it rings 

true. Jennifer Hubert” 

 

27. Darkroom: A Memoir in Black and White by Lila Quintero Weaver 

University Alabama Press (2012); 264pp.; Grades 9-12 

“Darkroom: A Memoir in Black and White is an arresting and moving 

personal story about childhood, race, and identity in the American South, 

rendered in stunning illustrations by the author, Lila Quintero Weaver.  In 

1961, when Lila was five, she and her family emigrated from Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, to Marion, Alabama, in the heart of Alabama’s Black Belt. As 

educated, middle-class Latino immigrants in a region that was defined by 

segregation, the Quinteros occupied a privileged vantage from which to view the racially charged 

culture they inhabited. Weaver and her family were firsthand witnesses to key moments in the 

civil rights movement.  But Darkroom is her personal story as well: chronicling what it was like 

being a Latina girl in the Jim Crow South, struggling to understand both a foreign country and the 

horrors of our nation’s race relations. Weaver, who was neither black nor white, observed very 

http://www.amazon.com/Buried-Onions-Gary-Soto/dp/0152062653/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516559&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Darkroom-A-Memoir-Black-White/dp/0817357149/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336516494&sr=1-1�
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early on the inequalities in the American culture, with its blonde and blue-eyed feminine ideal. 

Throughout her life, Lila has struggled to find her place in this society and fought against the 

discrimination around her.” 

 

28. Six Kinds of Sky  by Luis Alberto Urrea 

Cinco Puntos Press (2002); 148 pp.; Collection of short stories. 

“Urrea, best known for his hard-hitting nonfiction (Across the Wire; 

Nobody's Son), proves once again to be an eloquent and elegiac 

spokesman for the down-and-out and the disaffected in this collection of 

six stories whose settings range from Mexico to the Sioux nation in South 

Dakota. His protagonists are usually Hispanics and Native Americans 

whose struggles are documented most touchingly in one of the two longer 

stories, "A Day in the Life," which describes the plight of a poverty-

stricken group of garbage pickers whose lives are torn apart by tragedy 

after they are forced to move from Mexico City to Tijuana. Urrea turns his attention to the 

brokenhearted in "Taped to the Sky," in which a man who takes to the road after his wife leaves 

him breaks down in the middle of Wyoming, where he learns the reason for his journey from the 

Native American man who helps him. He offers a different perspective on the Native American 

experience in "Bid Farewell to Her Many Horses," which describes the sorrow of a man who 

marries a Sioux woman who succumbs to alcoholism, while "Father Returns From the Mountain" 

is a touching story of a man's attempt to come to terms with his father's death in an auto 

accident. Urrea is a poetic writer who draws strong characters and wears his literary compassion 

on his sleeve, and he uses all of his gifts to full advantage here.” 

 

29.  Mr. Mendoza’s Paintbrush by Luis Alberto Urrea 

Cinco Puntos Press (2010); 64 pp.; Grades 4+; Graphic novel. 

“In the small town of Rosario, alongside the crumbling cathedral and the 

dusty walls, are cryptic messages painted by Mr. Mendoza, self-

proclaimed graffiti king of all Mexico. A teen tells fantastic legends of the 

town, connecting them with the man's words. Mendoza himself is a 

legend is he real or imagined? Immortal or human? There's nothing his 

paintbrush hasn't touched, from a dead monk to a peeping Tom. He 

paints the town's ugly truths, angering and intriguing residents. The 

http://www.amazon.com/Six-Kinds-Sky-Collection-Fiction/dp/0938317636/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336590550&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.com/Mendozas-Paintbrush-Luis-Alberto-Urrea/dp/1933693231/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336590562&sr=1-1�
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richly colored artwork captures the town and its citizens in bold black lines filled with the heat 

and magic of Mexico. The quiet, lyrical text tells of urban legends and teenage lust tempered by 

guilt, and it's beautifully woven into the graphics. This slim book can fit into any collection 

serving older teens.” 
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